
Heart of Hope has received a 
generous Ten Thousand Dollar 
Matching Grant available from now 
through October 31st!  Please join us 
in person October 23rd for the 
opportunity to have your donation 
matched! 
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There’s Still Time to Register for the Annual Heart of Hope Fundraiser on October 23rd! 
 

Please join us Friday, October 23rd for  
The Provision of Hope Dinner and Auction 

The event will be held at the Adrianna Hill Grand Ballroom 
918 SW Yamhill – 2nd floor 

Portland, OR 97205 
 

Registration and silent auction will open at 6:00pm 
Dinner will be served at 7:00pm 

Special guests, via Skype from Romania, will be the young women at 
Home Of Hope, with personal testimony from beneficiary Bianca Savin! 

 
The evening will end promptly at 9:15 with improved  

and streamlined check out service! 
 

Please invite a friend and RSVP directly to Jill Quiner at 
jillquiner@comcast.net or by phone at 503-645-0254.  

 

Faith, Hope, and Healing at Camp of the Good Shepherd 
The ministry that is at Camp of the Good Shepherd is a testimony to the far reaching love of Christ as both 
Romanian and American, staff and volunteer, camper and leader, child and adult find faith, hope, and healing 
in Jesus at Camp of the Good Shepherd.  Summer of 2009 saw children and teens embrace the Savior as their 
own for the first time, camper and volunteer increase their existing faith relationship and a special moment of 

healing was observed by a special visitor who stayed but a mere 48 hours at camp.  In June Jennifer Mercurio, sister of 
Dr. Mike Mercurio who had passionately volunteered his dental skills with Heart of Hope until his shocking passing in 
July of 2007 came to visit the ministry and areas where her brother had served.  

 
Pictured at left: Jennifer and baby Emma from a baby orphanage in 
Romania where she served after her visit to Camp of the Good Shepherd. 
 

Jennifer came to meet the people and children that had influenced her 
brother’s life so significantly and to pay respects to them in honor of Dr. 
Mike.  She also hoped, by her stay, to find a deeper peace with her 
brother’s passing.  After contacting the Heart of Hope Ministry’s team in 
America, Jennifer knew by the kindness and support she received that she 
was being called to visit the Camp. Although the trip entailed leaving her 
three young children, husband, friends and extended family, Jennifer was 
reminded in Proverbs, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and don’t lean 
on your own understanding. In all things acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct your way.” (Proverbs 3:5, 6) 

 “From the moment of arrival in Romania, I shared in authentic people and sacred moments that are only able to be 
brought forth when surrounded by people of great faith.  I felt permeated in God’s love just by being around the 
smiling faces of these special people in the Ministry.”  Jennifer enjoyed the nature surrounding the Camp of Good 
Shepherd, the simplicity, the comic relief and joy of the staff. “They were easy going yet always providing tender care 
with attention and comfort. The time spent in reflection near the river alongside the Camp deeply soothed me like 
nothing else had been able to do since Mike’s passing. I felt joyful that Mike, too, had the opportunity to experience the 
sacred and holy surroundings.” 
 

Please continue reading Jennifer’s story of hope and healing on page 4 
 

“For I know the plans for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for calamity, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Camp Begins with Children with Special Education Needs from Three Placement Center’s… 
At Left :  Eight women 
from the greater Portland 
area, lead by team leader 
Jill Quiner, volunteered 
the first two weeks of 
camp serving girls and 
boys with special 
education needs from the 
Placement Centers at 
Turnu Rosu, Medias, and 
Fagaras.  You can read 
more of their personal 
experiences at: 
www.romaniamission2009.blogspot.com 

At Right, From Haley’s Blog:  Wednesday was a day of watching the 
children be heroes to each other and occasionally being heroes ourselves.  It 
was the little things I saw that inspired me.  Passing the bread politely, 
inviting someone into a game, things even I sometimes take for granted. 
Some of these girls I’ve known for the past three years have changed.  They 
are subtle changes; learning to play kindly, following directions and being 
quiet at the night’s worship so everyone can hear.  To me, I feel like coming 
here, I have made a difference.  I keep thinking to myself ‘are these the 
girl’s I have known for the last three years’?  In the end I realize that the real 
hero in this story is God. He is the one who brought us here; He is the one 
who has a plan to touch the lives of these children and the lives of this team.  
I pray I will always be His instrument of light and joy in this world. 

At Left, from Jenn’s Blog:  It’s an ordinary Tuesday at camp – where 
everyone needs to be seen.  Marian is an older teen that is at camp for the first 
time. He likes to practice his English – bread, plate, cup, tea, and so on. He is 
shy and sweet and would melt into the background if we let him, but no one on 
the team will.  We see him.  Bogdan is the cutest boy on the planet (my boys 
excluded!) and he has a smile that crosses his 9 year old face from ear to ear.  
He likes to hold hands and says things like, “I don’t really like the food I don’t 
want to eat it (after he has already finished)” I reply, “really?” and he says “oh 
yes, I do want to eat it – see it’s already gone!”  He plays this game with 
everyone and our bonds grow.  We can all see him. ‘Cassette’ is one of the 
oldest boys who knows more about components, blue tooth and binary code 
than some of the engineers I work with.  He is brilliant and trapped behind a 
lack of social skills and disabilities…but, he is amazing, I see him.  We each 

need to be seen; to know we are existing on this earth, in this life.  God sees each of us and as we are His eyes this week to 
these boys, they are being gazed upon by God, who created them, sees them, and loves them. 
 

Weeks 3 and 4 volunteers from Chapel Hill Presbyterian in Gig Harbor, WA provided the love and compassion! 
At Right :  7 new members and returning team leader, Jennifer Taylor 
pictured in center, along with the Romanian leadership and volunteers.  
“With 7 new team members, we planned to provide an opportunity for 
each person to share their testimony.  Their transparency and honesty had 
the children sitting on the edge of their seats; truthfully there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the entire camp! I believe the realization that Christians often 
struggle with their past mistakes and have had to make difficult choices 
to leave a life of sin behind, made a huge impact; this truth made honesty 
acceptable and we received a rich blessing as the children felt free 
enough to share with us the trials they too experience.  My prayer prior 
to the trip was the Lord would help deepen relationships with kids I have 
known for years, to be open to the kids that aren’t naturally drawn to me. 
I can shout with joy for this answered prayer!” 



Chapel Hill Team memories continued by team leader, Jennifer Taylor… 
At Right : Pictured at right is team member, Crystal, who I can say was a real 
testimony to me as team leader.  This mom of three jumped right in to “lice 
ministry”.  As team leader, I was hesitant.  The Lord, however, always 
provides and I was the one that received the blessing; despite the fact the girl I 
was working on was infested, the lice were full-grown and leaping off of her 
and onto me!  I ended up thoroughly enjoying my work.  The job afforded me 
hours of time spent one on one giving her my attention and offering her 
dignity.  I understand that her relief is temporary; she will return home and 
without indoor plumbing or proper hygiene conditions it will begin again, but 
perhaps remembering her week at camp will bring memories of joy and 
comfort. 
 

At Left : Even our camp crafts and games allowed us to spend time 
and nurture the kids this year.  It was so much fun to work with the 
kids mask-making.  Tough work no doubt; hours upon hours of 
smearing plaster strips on the faces of 60 kids!  This was definitely 
an intense project that took most of the afternoon and required ‘all 
hands on deck’.  It was so worth it! It too allowed us to spend a 
long time in contact with each child.  They felt cared for by our 
touch and our time and the end result was a perfect rendition of 
their own face.  Later they were able to paint the masks as they 
wished and we were amazed at so many budding artists! 
I’ve been to Camp several years in a row now and the experience 
is still full of surprises.  God always has something new for me. I 
come away blessed, renewed, stretched and awestruck.  My hope is 
for the children, that they too have had such a life changing 
experience! 

 

Camarillo Community Church Sends a Camp Team and Summer Intern for weeks 5 and 6 
At Left:  Camarillo Community Church from 
Camarillo, CA sent another compassionate team!  
The team worked with the girls from the Placement 
Center’s at Orlat, Hegel, and Cisnadie.  A very 
touching moment came on Saturday at our traditional 
closing.  One of the older teenage girls, Mihaela, 
with tears streaming down said, “I had an 
opportunity to be taken to Spain this week but I 
didn’t want to miss camp and seeing my friend 
CeeCee.”  CeeCee is pictured at left with the red 
blouse on.  She has served at Camp of the Good 
Shepherd the past 5 years and the girls simply adore 
this loving mother figure! 

 

At Right :  *Summer intern, Ryan Dalbey, embracing a camper for the bittersweet 
goodbye.  In Ryan’s own words, “This was my third year serving at Camp of the 
Good Shepherd, but God did more work ON me than I felt he did THROUGH me.  
He taught me that to really love someone is to be completely and utterly 
vulnerable.  He truly broke my heart for what breaks His.  There were some 
difficult kids, I believe made difficult by their circumstances – they needed to be 
shown love and patience just like how I know God has shown me in spite of my 
own deficiencies.  It was such an honor to be an instrument of affection, patience, 
and love for the Lord that many of these children never get, and in turn, I felt 
God’s for me like never before.  One of my favorite quotes by Leeland, ‘I’ll 
follow You into the world.  Meet the needs of the poor and the needy God; I’ll 
follow You into the world.”   
*Internship applications for Summer 2010 will be available on the Heart of Hope 
website in December at www.heartofhope.org Thank you Ryan for your service!

Weeks 7 & 8 saw team members from California, Montana, Hawaii, and Washington! 
At Left:  Pictured at left is the multi-state American team with 
the Romanian team, which included several of our young women 
from Home of Hope!  It was very encouraging to see our young 
women serving so faithfully others as they too have been served!   
Our last two weeks of camp were with children from several 
different villages.  As usual per village weeks, we had lice to 
contend with as well as discovering that for so many of our 
campers they have little hygiene items at home and even 
providing them with new underwear provided by team leader, 
Jana Young, was a real blessing! 
 
 
 

Pictured at Right:  Team members Ryan and Chelsea Speer, from 
Montana, joined this multi-state team.  Ryan had served with Heart of Hope 
on a renovation team when he attended George Fox University back in 
2002.  He and Chelsea are now married and teaching in Montana.  They 
brought their organizational and teaching skills to work with the children. 
Chelsea lead craft time each day and Ryan the organized games.  Thank you 
to all who traveled from all over to serve at Camp of the Good Shepherd. 

 
 
Faith, Hope, and Healing at Camp of the Good Shepherd .... continued from Page 1 

At Left :  The Prayer Chapel at Camp of the Good Shepherd is a quiet 
place for campers and volunteers for devotional and prayer time. Last 
year the memorial plaque below was placed by Dr. Mercurio’s friends. 
 
 

 

After her brother’s passing, the family received empathy cards from prominent professors, Dr. Mike’s patients, 
and co-worker. However, Jennifer chose to read a letter at the Mass eulogy written by the children and staff of Heart of 
Hope Ministries. “The letter written from the members of the ministry captured Mike’s essence and deep faith. I felt 
that they loved and understood him, and were true receivers of all the many gifts from God that he was able to 
contribute through Heart of Hope Ministries.”  

After visiting the ministry, Jennifer understood why her brother chose to serve through Heart of Hope in 
Romania. Although Dr. Mike was generous of his time and efforts, he received in return the blessings of kindness, 
comfort, and God’s love through the eyes of the Romanian people and life-giving staff at the Camp of Good Shepherd.  
“I am grateful to have looked into the eyes of the Romanian children and experienced their beautiful smiles shining. 
God was revealing Himself to me through them. I am at deep peace knowing that my brother was truly in God’s Hands 
while serving in Romania, and shall be now in the hereafter. Personally, the visit ignited a passion within me that will 
continuously guide me to live a life in God’s love, wisdom, service. I am in gratitude to all the blessed people through 
Heart of Hope Ministries that made my visit possible and worthwhile beyond any expectation. THANK YOU!” 
 

A very special and heartfelt thank you to all on the ‘home team’ who donated funds in this difficult economy, 
various support to team members, and prayer for all that was given in His name at Camp of the Good Shepherd. 
Yours in Partnership,  Debbie and Your HHMI Board 


