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Sisters, Mihaela and Nuti, at the Home of Hope! 
When Mihaela and Nuti were toddlers their parents lost their 
apartment through a co-signed loan default.  Not only was their two 
bedroom apartment lost and all their belongings, the family itself 
were devastated.  Their parent’s relationship dissolved and the four 
children went in various directions.  Mihaela and Nuti were able to 
stay together and lived with an aunt until the ages of 8 and 9 when 
the aunt could no longer care for them and placed them in the 
Placement Center at Orlat; older siblings were already in Placement 
Centers.   

Heart of Hope was already working and ministering at Orlat 
when the girls arrived.  Over their years at Orlat, the sisters benefited 
from renovated facilities and volunteer visits, received dental care, 

Christmas and Easter gifts, and attended Camp of the Good Shepherd.  HHMI Spiritual Ministry staff and 
Debbie had many opportunities to observe the sisters and in 2008 invited Mihaela and Nuti to come to Home of 
Hope to finish their last two years of vocational school and prepare for successful independent living. 

Mihaela and Nuti will graduate from their vocational 
school this June, each with a certification that will allow them 
to work in restaurants and the public domain as certified chefs.  
They have been able to practice their cooking skills for those at 
Home of Hope and visiting volunteer teams!   
In Their Own Words : 

1) If you weren’t at Home of Hope, where do you think 
you would be right now?  I think we would still be in 
the Placement Center until we finish school.  After 
that, I really don’t know where we would go. 

2) What do you see in your future?  We want to find jobs 
in the cooking domain.  It is what we are trained for 
and we really enjoy it too.  We hope to then save money 
and be able to find a small place to rent and live 
together. 

3) While you have been at Home of Hope you have helped our Christmas and 
Easter teams prepare gifts for the children in the Placement Centers, 
including the one you were in; you have also volunteered at camp, how has 
that opportunity affected you personally?  We are so happy now to share 
the gifts with the children in the Placement Centers and see they feel the 
same happiness that we felt when we were there when someone showed us 
their love and affection.  We remember what it meant to us that someone 
would provide us with things that no one else could and that someone was 
remembering us.  We also now understand the joy of giving to someone, 
especially when we give food in the poor villages; the people are so 
thankful and happy.  It makes us feel good that we can be a part of 
helping them.  Camp is always a special time and I still have my camp T-
shirts and memories, I know the children love it so much. 

Thank you so very much to all who are providing for Mihaela and Nuti, and all of our young women needing 
assistance at this critical transition time in their lives.   

“For I know the plans for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for calamity, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
 



Gift From the Heart Easter Program  - Giving the true message of Hope! 
 
A team of 14 students and 3 chaperones from Oaks Christian High School in Thousand Oaks, 
CA will exchange sunny California beaches over spring break to serve in Romania with heart 
of Hope!  The team will pack and help distribute nearly 1,000 gifts to children and staff in 
Placement Centers and children in Village Bible Clubs.  With so many people discouraged 
and searching for hope, this Easter will be an especially important time to demonstrate the love 

of Christ and the true hope that can be found in the Savior!   Thursday, April 8th, we will 
distribute much needed and much appreciated food staples to over 225 families with an Easter 

devotional and Christian literature pointing the way to the true hope that can be found in the risen Savior.  
Thank you to each person that can help sponsor the Easter program at this critical time when many are 
searching for something or someone to hope in.  Your gifts ‘where most needed’ will go directly to sponsor 
food and bless so many in need this Easter season.  Don’t forget, you can donate online at 
www.heartofhope.org – just click on the donate link under the Gift from the Heart - Easter Program story on 
the home page.  

 
 

APRIL CALENDAR 
April 2 nd – 11th:  Oaks Christian High School Team – 16 students and chaperones will travel to serve during 
Gift from the Heart Easter Program and assist with camp preparations at Camp of the Good Shepherd. 

 
 
April 2 nd – 11th:  MTI Dental Team – HHMI Board Member Dr. Scott 
Packham and hygienist Elisa Walling will provide dental cleaning and acute 
care to children in greatest need from various Placement Centers and Village 
Bible Club Ministry. 
 
 
 
 
April 16 th – 25th:  MTI Optometry Team – HHMI Board Member Dr. Michael 
McQuillan and assistants Hope Baugher and Bernadette Brown will provide 
optometry screenings and free glasses to children in greatest need from various 
Placement Centers and Village Bible Club Ministry. 
 
 
 

April 24 th – 29th:  HHMI Foster Family Training Team – Lead by veteran volunteer Tracey Jernigan; the team 
will provide continuing educational training and mentoring to Romanian Child Protection Services social 
workers working with families and children in Foster Care. 
    
Thank you for any consideration you can give to support the young women at Home of Hope; winter utility 
costs were especially brutal this year.  We also thank you for your general support to Heart of Hope that allows 
staff and volunteers to share the good news of the gospel with those in Village Bible Club, and bring hope and 
healing hands to children in Placement Centers.  YOU, our home partners are making such a vital difference in 
the lives of so many and we thank you on their behalf. 

 
Warmest greetings for a blessed Easter, 

 
Debbie and Your HHMI Board 


