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The Faces of Hope at Home of Hope 

 
Pictured above are the seven young women residing at Home of Hope.  Each of these deserving young 

women is making the most of the opportunity you, our home team, is providing for them. 
From left to right: Veta – studying at a vocational school for baking; Rebecca – studying foreign languages at 
University; Mihaela – preparing to graduate in June as a certified chef; Bianca – studying industrial nutrition at 
University; Roxana – studying medicine at University; Nuti – preparing to graduate in June as a certified chef; 
Daniela – studying foreign languages at University. 

Taking a closer look at Bianca and Roxana! 
In 2004 Bianca began attending a Village Bible Club lead by HHMI spiritual 
ministry staff person Marcel Ratoiu.  As Bianca attended club she began to 
learn about Jesus and at Camp of the Good Shepherd she was ready to make 
a commitment to follow Christ.  As she matured, Marcel recommended that 
Bianca would be a good candidate for Home of Hope.  Her parents have 
difficulty finding work in their small village of approximately 1,000 people 
and could not provide for Bianca to further her education or move from their 
small rural community.  Bianca came to Home of Hope in the fall of 2007 
and is in her third year of University.  She is studying ‘industrial nutrition’ 
and will be prepared to be a clinical nutritionist in a hospital or industrial 
setting.  She is a serious student, works part time at the Siemens factory and 
is involved with the college group at church.  Having met many of HHMI’s 
volunteers through the years she wishes to thank them, and those in America 
she hasn’t met, for helping to provide this life changing opportunity for her. 

Roxana is the oldest of 5 children in her family.  As she was completing high school and finishing top in her 
class, she wondered how she could possibly attend University.  Her 
father had not found work in Romania and sought work in Italy, her 
mother unemployed and with 4 younger siblings to care for at home she 
prayed for a way for her to follow her dream to become a pediatrician.  
A family friend told her about Home of Hope and after an interview 
with Debbie she moved in to Home of Hope in fall of 2008.  Now in her 
second year of Medical University she is in the top 10 of students in her 
entire class!  Roxana is a serious student, loves music, and travels by 
train when possible back home to help with her younger siblings.  Thank 
you to all of our HHMI friends supporting the Home of Hope for these 
dear young women. 

“For I know the plans for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for calamity, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
 



Gift from the Heart Easter Program – giving the true message of hope! 
Gift from the Heart Easter program is an opportunity for the love of Christ to be 
demonstrated in the most practical of ways at this most precious of Christian holidays.  
For children in Placement Centers, seeing the familiar faces of Heart of Hope staff and 
the excitement of meeting new volunteers brings a spark of encouragement and 
childhood joy in the midst of difficult circumstances.  Nearly 1,000 gifts to children and 
staff in Placement Centers will be distributed the first week of April along with an Easter 
devotional proclaiming the true message of hope found in the risen Savior. 

At Christmas and Easter, Heart of Hope 
provides much needed and much 
appreciated food staples to over 225 
families in our Village Bible Club 
program.  In four of the villages an Easter 
devotional and Christian literature 
pointing, the way to the true hope that can 
be found in the risen Savior is provided to 
every family in the village, regardless if 
you have a child in club.  For many of our 

village families hand me down clothing is the norm, trips to the outhouse are an ordinary part of life, and the 
thought of a washing machine is just a dream.  The food baskets of staples such as rice, sugar, beans, tea, bread, 
as well as special treats of sweets, fresh fruit, and brand new socks provide encouragement.  YOU can be a part 
of this special program!  Please consider sponsoring a child’s gift for $10.00 or a family gift for $25.00.  You 
can designate your reply card and check to the Easter program or make an online donation for a specific gift 
or in any amount for the Easter program at the Heart of Hope website at www.heartofhope.org.   

 
Spring Volunteer Calendar – Did you know??? 

·  All HHMI volunteers pay their own travel and lodging expenses 
·  All HHMI volunteers provide their own supplies 
·  All HHMI volunteers provide their own letter of health and criminal report 
·  All HHMI volunteers contribute to their own special project expenses 
·  All HHMI volunteers use their unique gifts and talents to bless those in greatest need! 

 

April 2 nd – 11th:  Oaks Christian High School Team – 15 students and chaperones will travel to serve during 
Gift from the Heart Easter Program and assist with camp preparations at Camp of the Good Shepherd. 
April 2 nd – 11th:  MTI Dental Team – HHMI Board Member Dr. Scott Packham and hygienist Elisa Walling 
will provide dental cleaning and acute care to children in greatest need from various Placement Centers and 
Village Bible Club Ministry. 
April 16 th – 25th:  MTI Optometry Team – HHMI Board Member Dr. Michael McQuillan and assistants Hope 
Baugher and Bernadette Brown will provide optometry screenings and free glasses to children in greatest need 
from various Placement Centers and Village Bible Club Ministry. 
April 24 th – 29th:  HHMI Foster Family Training Team – Lead by veteran volunteer Tracey Jernigan; the team 
will provide continuing educational training and mentoring to Romanian Child Protection Services social 
workers working with families and children in Foster Care. 
    
Thank you so very much for continuing to support Heart of Hope so that we can provide for the tremendous 
young women at Home of Hope, share the good news of the gospel with those in Village Bible Club, and bring 
hope and healing hands to children in Placement Centers.  YOU, our home partners are making such a vital 
difference in the lives of so many! 
 

Yours in Partnership,  Debbie and Your HHMI Board 


