
     
Christmas 2009 – Last week, Gifts of Hope were distributed to 1,400 children and staff in Placement Centers 

Left :  At each place 
visited a Christmas 
devotional is given to 
proclaim the true Gift of 
Hope, the Lord Jesus.  
Age appropriate Christian 
books are also included 
with each gift of fresh 
fruit, new socks, sweets, 
and childhood treats. 
 

Pictured Below:  Most of us don’t 
think of ‘deodorant’ as a Christmas 
gift but for these boys it was one of 
their favorite gifts! Team member, 
Darryl Bernhardt allowed each boy to 
choose the type they wanted.  For 
children that have had most decisions 
made for them such as, where they 
will live, what they will wear, what 
they will eat, what time they all get 
up or go to bed, even simple choices 
are meaningful.   

Right: My favorite 
moment came when I 
looked around the 
room and in the midst 
of all the excitement I 
found several teen 
and adolescent boys 
reading the Christmas 
devotional!  May HIS 
WORDS plant deep 
in their hearts and 
flourish.

“For I know the plans for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for calamity, to give 
you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
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Left :  A new warm “Gift 
of Hope” sweatshirt is 
provided for each child to 
remind them of our 
greatest gift of hope ever 
given, the Lord Jesus. 
Everywhere we visited 
previous years sweatshirts 
could be found still 
providing warmth and 
comfort for those in need. 



Village Bible Club Distribution – Providing for 225 Families in Need. 

Above: The GOH Team provided gifts to one of HHMI’s Bible Clubs that meets in the most modest of homes.  
The home has no indoor plumbing or heating.  The simple wood-burning stove serves as heat source and is used 
for cooking.  It is a place, which often needs help with food, clothing, and medicines.  While the children in the 
Placement Centers now receive three meals a day, we often find children in rural villages that do not.  For many 
it will be the nicest, if not only, Christmas gift this season.  

At Left and Above:  Georgene Bernhardt, just 12 weeks after heart surgery, 
distributing gifts to those in desperate need.  Georgene’s commitment to the 
Gift of Hope program is unmatched.  There has not been a Gift of Hope in the 
past 12 years that Georgene has not either provided gifts or come herself.  
MANY of the children recognize her the moment she walks through the door.  
They know that someone dear has traveled half way around the world to 
provide a Christmas gift just for them, even heart surgery didn’t stop her 
from being at every distribution this year!  
The elderly man pictured at left came through the line wearing a Gift of 
Hope Sweatshirt from years ago.  His worn face and demeanor told a story of 
a difficult life.  His soft and sincere “thank you” as he went through the line 
touched each team member. 

Above Center:  A sampling of the items that each person receives in the distribution line: kilos of rice, sugar, 
polenta, white beans, pasta, cooking oil, margarine, tea, bread, cookies, jelly-roll, bananas, gloves or mittens, 
socks, hats, and a Christian devotional.  A list is made of every family in the village, whether their child comes 
to club or not and a member from each family comes through the distribution line to receive a Christmas 
devotional book, food staples, new warm clothing, and sweets.  This practical expression of the love of Christ 
blessed many this Christmas season.  Thank you to everyone that contributed especially for the food needs this 
Christmas, with donations down we could not have provided for so many without YOU – the Home Team! 
 
Merry Christmas from Debbie and Your HHMI Board 
 
PS – Please see more photos and Debbie’s journal at the HHMI website at www.heartofhope.org 


